August 25, 2021
Dear East Greenwich Township School District Staff and Families,
The East Greenwich Township School District eagerly awaits our students’ first day of school on Friday,
September 3rd. We are focused on providing our school community with the traditional, full day of
teaching and learning with COVID-19 mitigation strategies in place. We recognize our traditional
setting provides our students with the most academic and social emotional benefits, and we look
forward to supporting students’ growth as learners and citizens. Please see the welcome letters from
our school principals for more information about the start of the school year:
Jeffrey Clark School~ Welcome Letter from Mrs. Connell
Samuel Mickle School~ Welcome Letter from Dr. Carr
Dates to Remember
September 29th- Jeffrey Clark Back to School Night
September 30th- Samuel Mickle Back to School Night
October 11th- In-service day for staff; School closed for students
Health and Safety Information
We remain committed to the health and safety of our school community, and our plan, “The Road
Forward in 2021-2022: COVID-19 Health and Safety Procedures”, details our COVID-19 mitigation
strategies. The plan is guided by The New Jersey Department of Education and the New Jersey
Department of Health’s “The Road Forward: Health and Safety Guidance for the 2021-2022 School
Year”. Please click here to view the district’s full plan. Highlights are listed below.








Close Contact Definition Updated from 2020-2021
o A close contact is within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15
minutes or more in a 24 hour period.
o In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students
who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed or clinically
compatible symptoms/illness) when both students correctly and consistently wore
well-fitting masks the entire time.
Communication
o If your student is a close contact, you will be contacted by the school nurse or school
administrator.
o Weekly updates of positive COVID-19 cases will be sent by email to all families.
Masks
o Executive Order 251 requires all public school staff, students and visitors to wear a
mask when indoors unless an exception is warranted by the order.
o Masks are required on buses by a federal mandate from the Transportation Security
Administration. Click here for more information.
o Masks are optional for outdoor activities, such as recess.
Physical Distancing

o




The district will implement 3 feet of social distance between students to the greatest
extent possible.
 Student desks will be 3 feet apart in the classroom, and students will be seated
3 feet apart in the cafeteria during meals.
o Siblings will be seated together on buses.
o Desk barriers will no longer be used for all students, but they continue to be available
as an added layer of mitigation.
o Events and activities may be virtual depending upon the ability to social distance and
the current COVID Activity Level.
Student Screening
o The daily screening form will be discontinued in 2021-2022.
Shared Materials
o Some materials, such as recess equipment, games, etc. may be shared, and hand
hygiene practices are encouraged between uses.
o Students will use our traditional cubbies or cabinets to store the coats and backpacks.

School Meal Information
School lunch will be served daily in the cafeteria. Through a grant from the USDA, all students are
eligible for free lunch. Students will have the opportunity to order lunch each morning, and a monthly
menu will be posted on the district website. Please contact Mrs. Tammie Zane, Cafeteria Manager, at
zanet@eastgreenwich.k12.nj.us.
Transportation Information
Please review the transportation updates below from Ann Marie Elliott, Transportation Coordinator.
Mrs. Elliott can be reached at elliotta@eastgreenwich.k12.nj.us.
 Bus passes have been mailed. Please be sure to review your child’s bus pass closely, as there
have been changes in bus stops, and some stops have been reassigned to a different bus. These
changes are due to changing student populations in some neighborhoods.
 Jeffrey Clark students must have a parent/guardian or Samuel Mickle sibling at the bus stop
with them at pick up and drop off.
 Pick up and drop off times are approximate. Please be sure to have your child ready to board
the bus 10 minutes prior to the scheduled pick up time. After a week or two, the pickup time
will be consistent because the routine will be familiar to all.
 If there will be a significant delay in either pick up or drop off, it will be communicated to you
via text message as soon as our contractor advises the district.
 Due to the unprecedented bus driver shortage, our bus contractors may have a minimal
number of substitute drivers. When a driver is absent, it may be necessary for routes to be
doubled up resulting in a late pick up or drop off. If this is the case, you will be notified by text
message as soon as the district is advised, and an estimate of the delay will be provided. If this
occurs in the morning, please know the bus will always come to every stop to be certain all
students are picked up. No student will be marked tardy if their bus is late
Best wishes for a wonderful last few days of summer. We look forward to a wonderful school year!
Sincerely,
Andrea Evans

